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The Destruction of Jerusalem, &c. 





[Concluded from page 198.] 


New, according to your own scriptures, that fatal 
catastrophe which involved your ancestors in all these 
miseries, was not fo take place until afler the coming 
and crucifixion of their Messiah ; for thus spake the 
prophet Daniel, prophesying almost fire hundred and 
forty years hefore the birth of the Messiah: ** Know 
and understand, that from the going forth of the com- 
mandment to restore and to rebuild Jerusalem fi. e. af- 
ter its destruction by the Babylonians] unto Messiah 
the Prince shall be seven weeks, and three score and 
two weeks,* the street shall be built again, and the 
wall, even in troublous times. And 
and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for 
himself; and the people of the Prince that shall come. 
shall destroy the city and the sanciuary, and the end 
thereof chall be with a flood, and unto the end of the 
war desolalions are determined,” 

Dan. tx. 25. 26. 


own prophets; which not only proves that the appear- 


after three score 


Such is the prediction of one of your 


auce and death of the Mesesiah were fo precede the -& 
struction of Jerusalem and the Temple, but also marks 
the preci-e time when, in the persen of Jesvs Carist 
he actually did appear. The same prophet also thus 
describes the great purposes of his advent, viz. * to 
finish the transgression, & to make an end of sins, & to 
wake reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
And are not these precisel 
the very purposes for which, according to the writers 


Jacting righteousness,”’ 


of the New Testament, Jesus Christ came into the 
world, and which, before his deperture ont of it, he 
fully accomplished? Daniel predicted, moreover, that 


the Messiah should “* cause the sacrifice and the abla- 





* In prophetical language, a day is reckoned for a 
year, or seren years to every prophetical week, This 
key is given us by Moses, Lev. xxv. 8, and Nuw. xiv. 
34; and also by Ezekiel iv. 5, 6; and by this it appears, 


that from the commission granted to Ezra to rebuild | 


Jerusalem, until the complete res/oration of the city, 
there were exactly 49 years, or seren weeks, Frow 
this period until ihe fret proclowation of the Messiah by 


Join Baptist, there were exactly 434 years, or sexty- 


én { fs i Savi * Be : 
fwo weeks. John’s ministry terminated at the end of | the ears of all nations, and saying,“ Bs eee _— les of genuine piety and virtue 
| ¥E DEPART NOT FROM THE LivinG Gop!” whilst the P’es OF Senuime piety : 


three and a balf years, whev our Lord began to preach 
“the kingdom of God,” and thus virtually, ** in the 
midst of the week, caused the sacrifice and oblatien to 
cease,”’ (see Daniel ix. 27); for he himself declared 
that “ the law and the prophets (i. e. 
Jaw —or law of sacrifices, &c. and the prophets under 
it) were until John; since thal dime the kingdom of 
God is preached.” And exactly af the end of this 
Prophetical week, i. e. at the expiration of the rem«in- 


the ceremontn! 


ing three and a half years, be confirmed the abolition: 
of the Levitical law by the “one offering of himeelf 


Upon the cross, This ewer memorable event happened 
precise ly in fhe very mont) which completed the 490 
years, or the whole period of seren/y weeks, mentioned 
by Daniel in the 24th verse of the above-cited chapter; 
ane it deserves the particalor attention of the r ader, 
that, erguson, the celebrated astronomer, who applied 
the priuciples of his favorite science to this very pre- 
diction of Daniel, declares, as the result of his caleula- 
lions, that * the prophetical year « Viessiah’s be- 
ing cut off was the very same as the astronomical !” 


— —— 


tion to cease: and eccordingly, still to use bis lan- 
guage, has not ** the daily sacrifice been taken away, 
and the abomination that maketh desolate been set 
up??? and bas not your nation [to use the words of 
another of your prophets] abode “ many days without 
a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, 
and without an image, and without an ephod, and with- 
out a teraphim ?’ Micah iii. 4. It was likewise fore- 
told by David, that the Messiah would ‘seal up the 
vision and prophecy ;”’ and accordingly this prediction, 
like all the rest in your scriptures relating to the Mes- 
viah, was accomplished in Jesus Christ ; for is it not 
clear that his favorite disciple St. John was the Jasi in- 
spired prophet? Did not the prophetic vision close 
with his ** Revelations?” and hath any one since pre- 
-vailed to unloose the mysterious and inviolable seal 2— 
It may further be proper to remind you, that precisely 
at the period of Christ’s advent, a lively expectation 
of the appearance of your Messiah in Judea, was no, 
only current throughout your own nation, but even ob. 
tained in many parts of the Roman empire. Hence 
the rise of those **false Christs” and ‘*false prophets,” 
which we have described, and the credulity of your 
ancestors in believing their declarations. They pro- 
mised tempora’ deliverance, dominion, and glory; 
therefore they were regarded. ‘Tbe true Messiah offer- 
ed arelease from the captivity of sin and satan, a spir. 
itual salvation, and everlasting glory in heaven; and 
therefore he was rejected. Thus they manifested theif 
preference of the pleasures of sense, and earthly gran. 
deur, before holy enjoywents, and the glories of an on. 
seen and future world. When, however, be was thus 
ignominiously treated by them, be in mercy turned to 
us Gentiles. O! that our enjoyment of your privileges 
might provoke you to jealousy! But you are still 
looking forwerd to a temporal delirerer. O! drop this 
| tstal delusion, and be assured that, until, ae o people, 
Lyon shall acknowledge Jesus Christ to be the only Sa- 
riour from sin, guilt, condemnation, and punishment 
(which was the character in which he at Grst offered 
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final issue of the contest in which we are at present 
engaged. Alternately he trembles and weeps whilst be), ., 
contemplates the impiety and dissoluteness of our NOs at 
tional manners, and the dreadful insensibility whics 4 in 
every where prevails, both as it respects our dese 

and the successive manifestations of the Divine dis 
pleasure against us, Without any inviduous compat 
ison between the moral state of the present and that ¢. 
former generations, we would ask, what is the fact con. 
cerning ourselves? Can any one say, that a pious, de- 
vout, and humble demeanor is the characteristic of oe: 
times, or that every species of wickedness does nol a- . 
larmingly prevail thronghout the land? So far from the ee 
pure spirit of Christianity animating, directing, and gov- 

erning our conduct, is there a priuciple or maxim of 
common morality that is not generally and habitually 
ontraged among us? What ie the national feeling up- 
on sacred things? How beats the pulse of society 
here? Talk of religion; make only a distant allusion 
to it; what is the effect? A repulsive silence, a frown, 
a sneer, perhaps an insult. What is the national sen- 
lament 2 What are the constant topics of discourse ? 
To what principles do we make our appeal? By what 
maxims do we regulate our actions? Are they the prin- 
ciples and maxims of a spurious philosophy, of an arbi- 
trary system of morals, of public opinions, of custom, 
or the fashion of the day ? or are they the principles 
and maxims of the religion of Jesus? Let dsily ex- 
perience reply lo these questions. What, also, ie ovr 
colioguial phraseology? Are net words and phrases 
projane, tomoral, and antichristian in their spirit and 
tendency, interw~ven in its very texture? and are not 
such as convey ideas of the last importance to mankind 
almost totally excluded from it? The word holiness, 
for instance, which is descriptive of the ** highest style 
of man” here, and the brightest jewel in his crown of 
glory herealter, is almost banished trom conversation ; 
and the appropriate expressions by which the progress 
of Christianity in the heart (and what is a christianity 
that does not obtain dominion there?) are contewned 


ume 
haa 


ibe - 
uld 





| himself to you), you will wait in vain for the re-estab- 


‘lishment of your ** place and nation.” 

Finally, the catastrophe which we have described is 
ipregnant with the most important instruction to the 
whole world From amidst the ruins of Jerusalem, a 
'voice may be heard calling loudly and incessantly in 


insulted descendants of Abraham, scattered over the | 


and ridiculed as fonalical! Nay, even an allusion to 


}# general or particular Providence, if it be made with 


| becoming seriousness, is frequently conceived to indi- 


i 
! 
| 
| 
; 


cate ap offensive degree of religion. If these remarke- 
are unfortunately but too apphesble to the community 


at large, it is at least consolatory to reflect, that on all 


7 Classes of it there are wany bright and excell nt exam- 


Still it may be said, 
What are these among so many ? yet, few as they com- 


face of the earth, re-echo, in despite of themselves, the , paratively are, they constitate (he sal/* of our country ; 


solemn admonition, and, in effect, exclaim, ** Behold J! 
pictured on our fale the awful consequences of apostacy, 
‘and especially of our rejection uf the Messiah, the Re- 
| decmer of the world !” 


To the British nation, between which and the king- | 


(dom of I+rael, during the period of its pros@@rity and | 
glory, there are 


‘phasis and import. 


and 


‘© ¢ This? sal/ preserves us ; more corrupted else, 
And therefore more obnoxious, at thir hour 

‘Than Sodom in her day had pow’r to be, 

For whom God heord his Abra’m plead in vain.” t 


The truly pious of the land, indeed, after al) that can 


*o many striking features of resem- ‘be said of our fleets and armies, and that is not a little, 
blance, these solemn warnings come with peculiarem- are the grand bulwarks of ovr national security ; and 
May the Almighty mercifully m- the regard of Ucaven to them and to their prayers, is 


cline us, as a people, to regard them with due serious- ithe surest gronnd of hope that we shail be protected 
ness and attention, lest, after having been exalted like lagainst the overwhelmmg destruction with wlich we 
the Jews, by onr civil and religions privileges, to the , are threatened by the greal Scourge of modern Lurope, 
highest distinction among the nations, we at length | It becomes us, however, ** to stand im awe,” to cease 


fall, like them, into proportional ruin and disyrace,—- 
The progress of iniquity in one country is already suffi- 


from sin, ** to repent, and do works meet for repen- 
‘ance 3” for although our existence 68 @ petion, and our 


ciently great, notwithstanding a variety of encouraging | in«titutions, gioy be preserved, we have still just rea- 


considerations, to excite in the mind of the serious 





| christian very alarming apprehensions concerning the {- 











* Mat. v. 13. 


+ ‘Cowper's Task, book ji. 





niet: 
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‘table measure of its guilt. 
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son to apprehend the less signal marks of the Divi 
displeasure, It is not, indeed, for blind and erring man 
té éstimate the proportions of national delinquency, oF 
to fix the time, the morse, or the severity of national 
chastisements. Generally, however, it may be observ- 
ed, that the number, value, and duration of the moral 
advantages which # nation enjoys, constitute the equi- 
Judging ourselves upon this 


vprinciple, how malignant does our depravily appear !— 
show greatly aggravated our transgressions, how deeply 


jtained our ingratitude! 
aur deserts. 


Still we seem iusensible to 
The sky gathers blackness; we hear 


pi the distant thunder that forebodes approaching 


. wade, and awfully infituate the country. 
i 


d 


} 


} 


storms ;’ but no salutary dread prevails, no radical, no 
renera! reformation is discernible. An atheistical dis- 
sipation of mind, a sensualizing gaiety of manners per- 
Dark and 
threatening clouds, at intervals succeeding each other, 
have hung over us for a time, and then dispersed ; and 
‘we flatter ourselves therefore that we shall continue to 
yemain unpunished. (Eccles. viii. 11.) 
consideration of our pationsal means of defence and se- 


Nay, from a 


curity, we grow presumptuously confident; and re- 
gordless of the Divine judgments, which are so evident- 
ly * abroad in the earth,” in effect say, like the 
Jews, ** None evil can come upon us.” The finger of 
prophecy points to the destruction of a second Tyre, 
distinguistred 
grandeur and prosperity; aud Britain, unawed, appro- 
priates the description to herself, saying not merely 
“in her heart,’? but by positive declarations, J sil as a 


we 


above the nations for ber commercial 


Queen, and shall see no sorrow! But how rash and 
presumptuous is such language! For, shall not He 
who sustaips and controuls the universe, ** whose pow- 
er no creature is able to resist,” and ‘** who is the only 
Giver of ail victory; shal] not He make vain the 
strength even of the proudest and mightiest kingdoms? 
** He that chustiseth the heathen, shall vot he punish” 
nations who apostatize from him, under countless obli- 
gations to love, duty, and allegiance, with which the 
heathen are totally unacquainted? From this vain- 
glorious spirit, so fatal to the stability of empires, may 
the Almighty mercifully deliver us! The evils of this 
spirit are incalculable. It dissipates that salutary fear 
of.Providential retribution, which keeps nations in awe. 
It generates the headlong presumption which rushes 
into dangers, and that haughtiness which precedes a 
fall. it throws wide open the flood-gates of iniquity, 
and paves the way to a radical and universal] corrup- 
tion of public morals. If, in the revolution of years, 
under the influence of such a principle of pride and vain 
eonfidence, this Jast state of degeneracy become ours, 
it requires no spirit of divination to perceive, that the 
awful doom of all great and ancient empires, whose 
dissolution and ruin the voice of history deplores, must 
await us also. Then indeed, the measure of our ini- 
guities being once filled up, ** He that sitteth upon the 
eircle of the earth,” and before whom “ the inhabi- 
tants thereof are as grasshoppers,’ may render our na- 
tional bulwarks, vainly deemed impregnable, as ineffec- 
tual for defence as “the small dust of the balance,” 
and, as a fina) display of bis vengeance against inverate 
and incorrigible apostacy, may send forth His commis- 
sion to some great and powerful pation, which, copy- 
ing the example, and emulating the fame of the ancient 
Romans, may convert our ferrifory into a waste like 
Judea, and our capifal into ruins like Jerusalem. 








—— —— ——— 


A believer in the doctrine of impartial grace mani- 
fested by God towards his children, was @ short time 


since conversing with # minister who considers such a | they say they are reconciled 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





“ Be ve reconciled to God.” 
2 Cor. v. last of 30. 


How necessary {o our welfare is a right understand- 
ing of this passage of scriptuce! Indeed this persua- 
sion of the apostie may be rendered worse than useless 
to us by a misconception of its true meaning. The 
reader’s attention, therefore, is invited to the following 
remarks, with a hope that by them he wil! be evabied 
to profit by the passage at the bead of this article. 


It is almost a self-evident proposition, that there is 
much danger of our being unreconciled to God, in the 
sense of the text, unless we possess a knowledge of bis 
character. We may be reconciled to a character 
which we suppose the Supreme to po-sess, and still be 
as unreconciled to him ia reality, yea, perhaps more 
40, than we ever were belore. People who have beep 
supposed to be the best of christians, and who wn 
doubtedly were upright and pious im wavy respects, 
may have been as much uureconciled to Goa as any. 
It is not intimated that they were not reconciled to the 
character which they ascribed to the Supreme. ‘This 
is believed. 
character to which they wete reconciled, and therefore, 
they are not reconciled to him. They may have been 
further from right than they were before they had form- 
ed any definite views of the divine cheracter. For 
then, although they might not have been reconciled to 
the true character of God, yet they would not bave 
been to false and injurious views of bim. Ido not wish 
to implicate any person in intentional wrong im this 
matter, People may have made a mistake, but this 
should be attributed not to their heart, but their blind- 
ness and bigotry, of neither of which they may be in 
the least conscious. If a mon were to be cast upon an 
island, the inhabitants of which had a natural propen- 
sity to think very highly of thewselves, and who not- 
withstanding bad elways been totally blind, and he 
were to tell them that by a certain faculty that he 
possessed he was enabled to distinguish objects dis- 
tinetly, work much better, walk with less danger, and 
serve his fellow men with much more ease and euccess 
than they could, they might dispute it, and even pro 
ceed to violence in defence of their opinion, but theis 
error could not be attrmbuted to the beart. And so 
there may be many people who religiously believe that 
they are reconciled to the true God, aud who would 
think they were very illy treated if it were insinuated 
that they were not, and who perhaps, under such cir- 
cumstances, might be governed in a measure by a spir- 
it of hatred, and yet we should cautiously condewn 
them, nor impute their couduct to bad motives; for 
they have ever considered themselves to be holy, and 
have not been habituated to contradiction in this par- 
ticular. 

Yet it behovee us, notwithstanding, to be faithful.— 
For if our fellow men have deceived themselves, it is 
our duty to tell them of it, and shew them wherein. 
even should we subject ourselves for « few moments to 
their displeasure. 

Now who is that God to which the majority of chris 
tian professors are reconciled? What are his actions ? 
What ig his character? Is he good, impartially good, 
or is he malignant, revengeful, cruel? Let us adopt : 
method to determine which will secure our opponent+ 
from mistepresentation aud ourselves from mistake. - 
Let us examine their own doctrines, in which they 
have set forth the character of their own God. to whom 


This God has created 


belief heresy ; and after much endeavor to draw the | the human race, the smaller part of them for eternal 


priest into an argument on those topics wherein they | glory, the greater for eternal torment 
subject the minister said, ble decree he has fixed their fate. 


differed, te evade the 


Ry an irrevoca- 
Millions snd mil 


** We will let that alone now, let us talk about farm- | lions of his creatores who at his own will he brought 
ing,”’ and being pressed upon -hardly by the layman, | into being will, in the bitterest anguish forever plead 
the first at last said, ** you have read the bible too, for that mercy which he forever will deny them. And 


much for meto converse with you.” 


he is not of such a character a8 to be dishouured by 


NIVERSALIST MAGAZENE. 


But the Supreme may not possess the. 
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uch conduct. No, this is his glory ; to bim and tho 
who are reconciled to bim it is the perfection of rectie 
tude and goodness. It is to this God that WaGY al {hip 
day are reconciled—they worship hitu—they Say they 
love him, and desire to dwell with and praise bia for. 
ever. They are now setting forth the attributes of thig 
God, exhorting us to be reconciled to big, aud threat. 
ening us with a fate which according to their doctrine 
is already unavoidable, if we are not soon reconciled, 

Now the important question arises, are those People 
who are reconciled to this God, reconciled to the Be. 
ing who is good to all the creatures he has made, and 
whose tender mercies are over all his works? We 
would press this question upon the mind of the reader, 
Is it a possible thing? On the other band, is he who is 
reconciled to the Being of ia:partial goodness and ger. 
cy, reconciled to such a character as the wisdou ot this 
world has ascribed to the Supreme? In the American 
revolution, those that were reconciled to the govern- 
ment of the mother country, were not to the revolt of 
the colonies, neither were those who approved of the 
latter event disposed lo justily the conduct of the gov 
ernment of Britasn. bi we ore reconciled to the con 
duct of a parent who feeds anc ciothes a part of his 
children only, leaving the rest to perish, aud if we ap: 
prove of this Conduct, we cannot Jusity a man who 
should rule impartiolly and merciiully provide tor all 
The God which the pseluust David 


worshipped is good to all, and his lender weretes are 


his children. 


over ali his works, as David intoras us. Izekiel bays 
that the ways of ibis God ere equal. Jesus, according 
to his own testimony, and that of the apostle Jobu, 
yas sent by bis Father to be the ** Saviour of the 
world.”’ 


saved and cowe unto the knowledge of the trath, Now 


Paul says that God will have aii wen to be 


l ask any person who is reconciled tu the Supreme Be 
ing here spoken of, whether he opproves the conduct 
or loves the character of that furious being whore glory 
isaugmented by the endless torment of Luiman cree 
Now we cet know with 


lures? He answers we, no. 


an equal degree of certuiuty, that those who are recon- 


;ciled to the latter are uot to the foriner being. 


We must not attribule their reconeriation to this be- 
ing to any natural depravity of torir bearts, for they 
are driven to it by the fear of endless torment. They 
have been taught to believe, that unless they were re 
conciled to Him, he would torment them forever, and 
notwithstanding the task has been arduous and painfel, 
they have atlempted it. ‘hore who are fully recoucil- 
ed to this Being, tell us that they love him, that they 
shall dwell with him forever, and that their Joy like bis 
honor and glory will be increased by the misery of the 
reprobates. The conduct of many of them corresponds 
in a great degree with the character of the Being to 
whom they are reconciled. 

How wany decgived, pitiable beings are there who 
are tormented day and night iv the worship of such @ 
Being as we have spoken of. hey believe that mony 
of their relatives, awong whow, perhaps, there may be 
an own sop or daughter, father or mother, brother of 
sister, will be the victiais of bis eternal displeasure. 
Whe thought is at first distresring. But they subdue all 
their sympathetic efiections; forsay they, ** we ought 
to be reconciled to it, if it is God's will.” 

We ought to state forever, in justice fo some of those 
who profess to be reconciled to Uiis being, that 4@ a 
(inction obtains between them and those who are 
fact reconciled to him. Some ate reconciled to hua 
because bis character is congenial with their feelings. 
Believing themselves to be the elected favorites of 
God, they wirh bis decrees to be true, not so much be 
cause he beth formed and declared them, as because 
they exalt them above wany whose eternal torment 
they will delight forever to behold, But others are 
opposed in spirit to such things, and it is with 


har’ labor that they briug them-elves inte a state of 
And this 


much 


nape whieb they cell reconciliation te God, 





ihey uever would do, did mot the clergy continually 
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threaten them with endless tormeut if they did not.— 
But the anguish which continually preys upon them. 
shews that they are notin fact reconciled to this being, 
although they hy pocritically (aud yet l would almost 
say innocently) pretend to be. 

But reconciliation to the true God consists in d love 
of his character—bis impartiality and universal good- 
ness ; a love of our fellow wen ; a subu.ission aud ac- 
quiescence in all his dispensations, with a belief that 
they are designed for the ultimate good of all men, an 
upright life and a habitual reverence of the divine char- 
acter. Let us all endeavor to cultivate this frame of 
mind, and then we shall have obeyed the apostle’s re- 
quisition, ** Be ye reconciled to God.” RicHarps, 


—— 26 


(4 The following paragraph is an extract from a small 
pampblet, recently published in New-York, entitled, 
SmootH PREACHING, 


% Thirdly, those views of religion are most accepta- 


ble to the corrupt and depraved heart of man, which’ 


present some substitute for personal holiness as the 
means of salvation. 
like those preachers best, 
puted righteousness, and justification by faith without 
virtue, 


al observances 5 and, 


general, that they prefer any thing to plain practical 
religion. They are willing to pray, end fast, and con- 
fes-, if this wili auswer instead. They are willing to be 


judge in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy 


day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days ’— 


They are wi'lng to beheve whal you please, 


much as you please. if mere believing will do They ! 
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minds of the Fyfiectiog part of the community,” 
before was Ca Viniem 80 exposed, and put to open 
thame. Proceed, sir, asa true and. faithful soldier, in 
the van of the arthies under the direction of the ““Cap- 
tain of Salvation.” Be instant in season and out of 
season, in making inroads upon the ramifications of the 
kingdom of darkness, in the dreary dominions of sin 
and death; and Jet the sound of your triumphs, from 
time to time, cheer and animate the lovers of truth on 
this side the Atlantic. We had no idea, until the re- 
ception by us of the Gospel Herald, and a benevolent 
epistle from Mr. Stephen R. Smith, New-Hartford, tbat 
we had such a host of friends in the United States; 
and. consequently, the satisfaction communicated by 
the information is inexpressible. We bave lost, by rea- 
son of death, our Jate Pastor, Mr. N. Douglas ; truly a 
Joss to us, but great gain to him; he has exchanged 
earthly suffering lor heavenly felicity. Particulars con- 
cerning this interesting event, you will find in the fun- 
eral discourse, published on the occasion, a copy of 
which you are requested to accept. 





Vicious persons will, of course, | 
who insist the most on im-'! 


and who ploce the greatest dependence on ritu- | 
indeed, we may say of men in! 


and as 


Theological truth is extending its influence amongst 


want a few zealous laborers, men of integrity and tal- 
ent, and great good might be effected. We already 
hope, that the present intercourse now commencing 
with our American brethren, will be made insirumen- 
tal under the great Head of the Church, for the attain 
ment of an object so desirable. Along with this, | have 
written also to Mr, E. Mitchell, Pastor, New-York, in 
which | have entered into some patticulars which pear- 
ly concern us. 
, the Gospel Herald, when complete; the whole of the 
other seven Universalist periodical publicetion, from 
the commencement of each, if possible ; the life of Mr. 
J. Murray, and Relly’s Uniou. Should this be fourd 






‘Never “enjoy the favorable look of the great wen of this worl 


I] have requested the Third Volume of | 
‘to preserve the obligation, and secure the practice of 





d 
what a glorious scene would «ny one expect, who “ 
riously looks into the design, nature, and precepts o 
it? What a scene of calmness and serenity of mind. 
of sortiGcation and conquest of those passions and lusts, 
from whence proceeds all the mischief in the world ?.— 
What ascene of love and beneficence to one another ; 
of joy and delight in one another's happiness ; of open- 
ness and freedom ; of sincerity aud kindness ; of huniil- 
ity, condescension, humanity, and meekness? What 
could any one expect who searcheth into the gorpel, 
more than the humors and actions of mankind, but that 
peace and holiness should have kissed each other; shat 
contentment and happiness should have flourished in 
the earth; that all, that could contribute to the cuiet- 
and satisfaction of the world, should from this ime 
have abounded in it? 

Would you think, that, as soon as the christians hac 
rest from the world about them, their passions ran ae 
bigh against one another, as the passions of the unbe- 
lieving world bad done against them before? Would 
you imagine that they turned from suffering gloriously, 


us, in this corner of the vineyard; we only seem to! to biting and devouring, to hating and condemning one 


another? ‘hat their strongest and most avowed hat- 
reds, their most fatal divisions and animosities, took. 
their rise from, and had their foundation in, some point 
of religion, some point of faith or worship? And thet 
they were often more concerned for some insignificant 
matter, or some point of speculation, that the gospel 
had not so absolutely determined as to leave no room 
for diversity of opinions; that they were too often, | 

say, much more zealous to defend or oppose these, than 


tLe weightier matters of the gospel? Yet thus it was ; 
and thus it hath been ever since, to that degree, tuat it 
is now hardly a question whether more upkindpess ajc 


are also willing to subeit their feelings and passions to. too troublesome to Mr. Mitchell, would you have the inhumanity, more malice and hatred, more violence 


be arted on and wrought up to any pitch; even to 


pass throogh the flery furnace of a great religious ex 


citement, if this be thought necessary to purify their 


souls. In short, they are willing fo submit te any 


The brethren here are upon the | and harbarity, were heretofore shown by the unbelier- 

The money will be :e-, ing Jews and Gentiles towards christions for the sake 
| of their religion ; than have been since shown by cbri+- 

| |tians towards one another, on the ecore of some reli- 


| goodness to assist. 
| very tip-toe of expectation, 
mitted, or paid here according to order, 


Hoping that you way perceive the house of Soui, 


thing, that shall come to them as @ subsf:tu/e for plain) which is death, tending to decay, and the house oi } ly- , gious differences. 


practical religion—to any thing that shall relieve them | 
‘rom the difficult and endless task of establishing and’ 
preserving an upright character. They are willing to’ 
lear any thing but their moral duties, any thing, but 
plain moral preaching. Moral preaching is their abom- 
inalion. ‘They want something more spiritual and 
evangelical they say; by which they mean, something 
that shai] excite the passions without disturbing the 
thet shal] etir 
strongly, wilhout imparting a single principle of action, 
or bearing ip a single point on the duties of life. ‘This 
is the sort of preaching which the world hungers and 
thirsts after. 
of those preachers, who dwell most on imputed righte- 
@usness, and on justification hy faith without the moral 
Virtues, and who Jay the greatest stress on the benefit 
of ordinances, and on violent religious excitements?— 
Do they not choose for their principal topics those very 


conscience ; something the feelings 


Who then can wonder et the popularity 


doctrines, which are more agreeable aud indulgent to 
the corrupt and depraved heart of man?” 


Brom the (N. Y.) G 


xospel Herald. 


From William Worrall, Pastor of the Universalist 


Church, John-street; Glasgow, to Mr. Henry Fitz, 
Editor of the Gospel Herald, New-York. 
Dear Brother in the Lord, 
Being now, through the kindness of a friend, in pos- 
session of the first and second volumes of the Gospel 


Herald, | am authorised by the churches in our con- 


Nexion to express the high opinion they enterlain, * * 
ec * © © & & & 


Mr. Ven Velsan’s challenge, subsequent shoffling. : 
Gual dizgrace, must have had ‘great influence upon the 


vid, which is Love, progressively acquiring streugth, | 


The contending with the sword of the spirit, the 


remain, dear brother, though at a great local distance, | , word of truth and meekness, for the purity of faith ang 


your coudjutor in proclaiming glory to God in the 
highest, on earth peace and good will to aen. 

WILLIAM WORRALL, 
No. 102 Argyle-street, Glasgow. 
| Fes. 26, 1623. 


Extracts from the writings of 
BISHOP HOADLY. 


‘““ When christianity first appeared, and first was 
preached, the prejudices and paseions of men ran higt: 
|against it; as it was a contradiction to their received 
ways of worship, to their former and settled principles, 
‘to the dictates and practices of their forefathers, and to 
their own indulged Justs and evil habits. And so the 
very protession of it, auch more the bold preaching of 
it, alarmed all wapkind against the men who professed 
and preached it. They were hated by their nearest 
reletions; they were exposed to the greatest evils j in 
life; and they were persecuted even to death. All 
countries were disturbed at them ; aud ail ptinces and 
| magistrates nade it their business to extirpate them, — 
This was their case aluostcoustantly, till their num- 
bers increased; tll christianity, became the established 
religion of whole pations, and. pripers became the tem- 
poral patrons of the ehurch, Aad thus did this refi 
gion, which Jesus came to plant in the world, give an 
aiorm to the kingdoms of it; and was made the handle 
fo unspeakable disquiet sud disturbance, malice and 

reecution, ip it. 

jut. when it came to be the settled religion, fo have 
ihe approbation aad countewance of princes; and to 





worship once delivered to the saints, was truly com- 
mendable and praiseworthy. This sort of coniention 
for the Gospel, in the spirit of the gospel, hath ever 
tended to the increasing of charity, as well as to the 
manifesting of truth. But a false zeal quickly devour- 
ed it, and took its place; and very soon prompted 
men of i tempers and workdly designs, to make a 
creater distinction amongst cbristians, than need; to 
stigmatize honester men than themselves with bard 
names and odious appeilations; and, then, to treat 
them contumehously, apd a® persons unfit to be dealt 
with in the ways of humanity and cendor. And, on 
the other side, this same pretence gave occasion to 
men of parts and passion, when they saw themeelves 
likely to be oppressed, to strengthen themselves in 
their opinions ; to form parties upon a foundation dis- 
tinct from that 9f the flourishing party; to enter into 
close designs and combinations ; and 60 to help for- 
ward the disterbance and disquiet of the ebristion 
church. 

If we pass from these first ages downwards, who can. 
speak or hear of such things, as bave been publicly 
transacted amongst christians, on religious accounts, 
without a very sensible commotion within? We may 
read it in histories, and we may see it with -ovur eyes, 
that there is an immortal hatred, an uneasiness not ev- 
er likely to cease, between christians of several de- 
nominations. There are inquisitions and torments Ue- 
signed, and made use of, by christians against chris- 
tians, beyond the example of former ages, and beyond 
the cruelty of either Jewish or Heathen perseeutoes. — 
We have known men tortured and pursecuted, nur- 
dered and massacred, bavished from their possessions, 





deprived of theis estates, expelled their putive land, 
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eparated from their children and friends, 
friends and children torn by violence from them ; for 
‘tbe soke of réligion, and under pretence of doing ser- 
vice to the @mFeb of God, by extending and propagat- 
ing the faith: Worship of a particular eet of men.— 
And how exactly hath the account of this matter given 
by our Saviour been verified, in several countries, in 
these last ages, as well as the first times of the gospel? 
** 4 man hath been at variance against his father; and 
the daughter against her mother; and the danghter in 








heen those of his own honsehold.” Mat. x. 35, 36.— 
“'Yhere bave been five in one house divided, three a- 
a. hst two, and two against three. The father divided 
against the son, and the son against the father; the 
mother against the daughter, aud the daughter against 
the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in 
law, and the danghter in law against her mother in 
jaw.” Luke xii. 52, 53. 

We of this nation, indeed, read and hear, at a dis- 
tance, of greater barbarities and cruelties, than we hare 
ourselves experienced, or seen with our eyes ; but yet 
we, amongst others, may help to prove the truth of 
what | am now observing. For what beats and pas- 
sions, what unkindnesses and incivilities, what hatreds 


or their | 
‘ees of love and beneficence to all the world of sinners 
| about him? Do not all his precepts, which respect 





versally practised? 
tice of all the peaceable and quiet virtues ; and forbid 
‘the harboring the very thought and surmises, that may 
possibly tend to break in upon the happiness of the 


} *y° . 
j ? ess ity, condescension 
ja’ against her mother in law ; anda man’s foes have | World about us? Meekness, humility, ‘ 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





“Did not our Lord himself condescend to all the off 


human society, manifestly tend (o the peace and quiet 
ofit? And would they not effectually procure and es- 
tablish it, were they thoroughly attended to, and uni- 
Doth not he command the prac- 


forbearance, forgiveness, tenderness, and the iike, are 
they not indispensably enjoined? And the vices con- 
trary to there, haughtiness, pride, revenge, unmerciful- 
ness, malice, and ill will, are they not strictly forbid- 
den; their punishment declared to be certain? They 
are forbidden, in all cases, and at all times, Nothing 
can ever justify them ; nothing is supposed in the gos- 
pel ever to excuse those whoare guilty of them. Nay, 
love and beneficence, and a readiness to be reconciled 
to our greatest and most violent enemies, are made the 
shining and distinguishing characters of a true chris. 
tian. And could he, who came to institute such a re- 
ligion, full of such precepts, and constantly recom- 
mending such sort of virtues above all others, be sup- 


and variances, what parties and distinctions ; nay, { Posed to come on any other design, but to compose 
what projects and designs are there often seen amongst ithe jarring tempers and actions of men into concord 






The mountain-dews shall] nourieh 
A seed in weakness sown, 

Whose fruit shall spread and flourish, 
And shake Jike Lebanon. 





O’er every foe victorious, 
He on his throne shall rest ; 
From age to age more glorious, 
All-blessing and all-blest, 
The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove ; 
His name shall stand forever ;— 
That name, to us, is Love, 


Hundredth Psalm. 


By Montgomery, 


Be joyfal in God. all ye lands of the earth, 
O serve him with gladness and fear; 

Exult m his presence with music and mirth, 
With love and devotion draw near. 


For Jehovah is God,—and Jehovah alone,— 
Creator, and Ruler o’er all; : 
And we are his people, —his sceptre we own; 
His sheep, and we follow his call. 


O enter his gates with thanksgiving and song, 


us, which, if the bottom of things be searched into, {#nd harmony ? And can any one charge such a reli- 
owe their original, or their prosecution, 10 some real or gion, that seems to be calculated in all its parts, chiefly 
pretended difference in religious opinions, or modes of | for the planting, maintaining, and increasing peace and 


worship? Names are invented to distinguish some | !ove in the world ; cug any one, I say, charge this reli- 


from others, and make them odious and suspected ; | 8!0n with the guilt of those heats and discensions, which 
{it hath heen by accident made the occasion of? No, 


an! these names are commonly taken from something | .. hait'bh phd: bepot ‘contradict ’ —_ 

i ats : ‘ 0 ontradiction, to all who 
ars relation to religion and the worship of, . AP ree 4 . 
that bears a rela j my or ay : 'P | will look into it, that christionity itself hath not the 
God; and the church is too often hooked into designs, | leadt part in this guilt ; bet that wa Mint lec tor Vhs 
} ™ “5 ’ st se ) 


Your vows in his temple prociaim ; 


His praise with melodious accordance prolong, 
And bless his adorable name. 


For good is the Lord, inexpressibly good, 
And we are the work of hic hand; 

His mercy and troth from eternity stood, 
And shall to eternity stand, 


in which it hath little to do; and sacred words are 


; 


this is laid down as certain, that, though true religion | 


be little regarded, but rather trampled on, by the g 
ervlity of the world; yet the pretences taken from | 
thence are moving, aud never fail to alarm the multi- 
tude, and to forward a design. 
festly framed to serve a purpose, can at any time easily 
be made the distinguishing mork of a true christian, or 
the true church; and all, that will not yield to the 
truth of it, shall presently be branded with some reli- 
gious nickname or other. Heretic and schismatic at 
the head, and multitudes of other opprobrious names 
rauked under them, have all been taken from some 


Any doctrine, mani- 


difference in the Lolding and professing the same relli- 
gion, And they have been used so freely, and after 
such a manner, as that they have often effectually 
contributed to the destruction of christian charity, to 
the overthrow of peace and concord, to the ruin of 
many excelleut designs, and to the promoting many 
bad ones.” 

fin the following the Bishop endeavors to shew that 

Christianity does not lead to such conduct. ] 

** Whether the gospel itself be not wholly free from 
all the guilt of this gteat unhappiness ; or whether it 
be possible, with the least degree of justice, to attri- 
bule this to the doctrine, or design of Jesus Christ ; to 
the nature or ten: ency of any thing contained in cbris- 
tiunity. A very few words will suffice upon this head. 
For let any person, of never so little capacity, look in- 
to the account of our Saviour’s life, bis actions and his 
words, recorded in the gospels ; or into the sermons 
and epistles and behaviour of his apostles; and see if 
they find, through the whole, any the least encourage- 
ment given, either by exumple or precept, to any, even 
the lowest degree of that temper of mind, or manner of 
deportment, which doth so much as border upon ill na- 


Pye . | true source and foundation of all this unhappiness 
made to serve the purposes cf projecting men. For) 


some whereelse, This is what | now design, namely, 


fo consider, whence this great unhappiness hath truly 


“a | proreeded, end where the guilt of it is justly to be 


fixed. 


[To be concluded in our next. ] 





Seventy-Second Psalm. 


_ By Montgomery. 


Hail to the Lord’e Annointed ! 
Great David's greater Son; 

Uail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppresssion, 
To set the captives free ; 

To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 


He comes, with succour speedy, 
To those whe suffer wrong ; 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong ; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemed aud dying, 
Were precious iv his sight. 


He shall come down like show’rs 
Upon the fruitful earth, 

And love, joy, hope, like flow’rs, 
Spring, in his path, to birth. 

Before him, on the mountains, 
Shall Peace, the herald, go ; 

And righteousness, like fountains, 
From hill to valley dow. 


For bim shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend ; 
His kingdom still increasing, 





ture, or cruel usage of our fellow creatures. 


, A kingdom without end. 


e-———— (Oo 


4 HYMN CHiANTED IN THE KUSSIAN 
CHURCHES, DURING THE PRO- 
CESSION OF THE CUP. 


BY THE RUSSIAN POET, BORROV, 


See the glorious cherubim 

Thronging *round th’ Eternal’s throne ; 
Hark! they sing their bely by mn 

To th’ unutterable One, 
All-supporting Deity, 
Living Spirit! praise to Thee! 


Rest. ye worldly tomolts, rest ! 
Here Jet all be peace an! joy ; 

Grief no more shall rend our breast, 
Teors no more bedew cur eye. 


Heav’n-directed spirits, rice 

To the temple Of the skies! 

Join the ranks of angels bright, 

Near th’ Eternal’s dazzling light, — 
Hallelujah. 


i 








MARRIED, 

In this city, on the 4th inst. Rev. Benjamin Whitte- 
more, of Scituate, to Miss Mandana Ballou, daughter 
of the Rev. Hosea Ballou, of this city. 


DIED, 
In Marlborough, Mass. Widow Anna Winchester, 


aged 78. For many years she had been a firm believer 
in God's Universal Grace. She enjoyed her re#son t@ 





the last, and died in full belief of God's Universal 
Love to all mankind; affording another proof that Uni- 


versalism is both good to live and die by. 
In Marblehead, Mass. Mr. Joseph fioundy, aged 76, 
a revolutionary pensioner. 


In Luneaburg,—Mr. Thomas Gould, aged LXXVUI. 





